Acute renal failure secondary to carcinomatous lymphatic metastases to kidneys.
We report a rare case of acute renal failure secondary to bilateral renal parenchymal metastases from carcinoma. Despite clinical investigation the cause of the renal failure remained undiagnosed and was discovered only upon microscopy at autopsy, which revealed metastatic gastric adenocarcinoma. The pattern of tumor infiltration was predominantly lymphatic involvement limited to the vascular bundles at the corticomedullary junction, and the lymphatics adjacent to the calices and pelves. The significance of lymphatic obstruction in the pathogenesis of renal failure is discussed. Renal parenchymal metastases should be considered in the differential diagnosis of acute renal failure in patients with carcinoma.